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Increasing class size negatively impacts women's participation in science, 

technology, engineering and mathematics classrooms, says a new 

study in BioScience. Based on data from 44 different institutions and 5,300 

student-instructor interactions, researchers found that this effect kicks in at 

around 120 students per class. "We show that class size has the largest 

impact on female participation, with smaller classes leading to more equitable 

participation. We also found that women are most likely to participate after 

small-group discussions when instructors use diverse teaching strategies," 

lead author Cissy Ballen, a former postdoctoral researcher in the department 

of ecology and evolutionary biology at Cornell University and current assistant 

professor at Auburn University, said in a statement. "We hope these results 

encourage instructors to be proactive in their classrooms with respect to these 

inequities." 

https://www.insidehighered.com/quicktakes/2019/07/26/stem-class-size-and-womens-

participation?utm_source=Inside+Higher+Ed&utm_campaign=aa786cb6c3-

DNU_2019_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_1fcbc04421-aa786cb6c3-

200040001&mc_cid=aa786cb6c3&mc_eid=20a6b0e480 

https://www.insidehighered.com/users/colleen-flaherty
https://academic.oup.com/bioscience/advance-article-abstract/doi/10.1093/biosci/biz069/5530926?redirectedFrom=fulltext
https://academic.oup.com/bioscience/advance-article-abstract/doi/10.1093/biosci/biz069/5530926?redirectedFrom=fulltext
https://news.cornell.edu/stories/2019/07/study-addresses-low-female-participation-stem-classrooms
https://www.insidehighered.com/quicktakes/2019/07/26/stem-class-size-and-womens-participation?utm_source=Inside+Higher+Ed&utm_campaign=aa786cb6c3-DNU_2019_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_1fcbc04421-aa786cb6c3-200040001&mc_cid=aa786cb6c3&mc_eid=20a6b0e480
https://www.insidehighered.com/quicktakes/2019/07/26/stem-class-size-and-womens-participation?utm_source=Inside+Higher+Ed&utm_campaign=aa786cb6c3-DNU_2019_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_1fcbc04421-aa786cb6c3-200040001&mc_cid=aa786cb6c3&mc_eid=20a6b0e480
https://www.insidehighered.com/quicktakes/2019/07/26/stem-class-size-and-womens-participation?utm_source=Inside+Higher+Ed&utm_campaign=aa786cb6c3-DNU_2019_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_1fcbc04421-aa786cb6c3-200040001&mc_cid=aa786cb6c3&mc_eid=20a6b0e480
https://www.insidehighered.com/quicktakes/2019/07/26/stem-class-size-and-womens-participation?utm_source=Inside+Higher+Ed&utm_campaign=aa786cb6c3-DNU_2019_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_1fcbc04421-aa786cb6c3-200040001&mc_cid=aa786cb6c3&mc_eid=20a6b0e480

