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F1 Visa Holders (2015-17)
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INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS BY INSTITUTIONAL TYPE*, 2015/16 & 2016/17

Total %

Institutional Type 2015/16 2016/17 Change

Doctorate‐granting Universities 718,710 747,175 4.0
Doctoral Universities: Highest Research Activity

512,003 540,185 5.5
Doctoral Universities: Higher Research Activity

142,242 143,965 1.2
Doctoral Universities: Moderate Research Activity

64,465 63,025 ‐2.2

Master's Colleges and Universities 159,501 162,418 1.8
Master's Colleges & Universities: Larger Programs

130,255 132,735 1.9
Master's Colleges & Universities: Medium Programs

20,738 20,708 ‐0.1
Master's Colleges & Universities: Small Programs

8,508 8,975 5.5

Baccalaureate Colleges 34,622 36,073 4.2
Baccalaureate Colleges: Arts & Sciences Focus

22,114 22,869 3.4
Baccalaureate Colleges: Diverse Fields

12,508 13,204 5.6

Associate's Colleges 95,376 96,472 1.1

Associate's Colleges: High Transfer 58,430 58,851 0.7

Associate's Colleges: High Vocational & Technical 2,578 2,527 ‐2.0

Associate's Colleges: Mixed Transfer/Vocational & Technical 18,500 18,677 1.0
Baccalaureate/Associate's Colleges

15,868 16,417 3.5

Special Focus Institutions 35,630 36,684 3.0
Arts, Music & Design Schools

21,627 22,575 4.4
Business & Management Schools

4,704 5,167 9.8
Engineering Schools

568 593 4.4
Faith‐Related Institutions

2,061 1,885 ‐8.5
Law Schools

121 121 0.0
Medical Schools & Centers

3,869 3,886 0.4
Other Health Professions Schools

2,071 2,249 8.6
Other Special Focus Institutions

521 166 ‐68.1
Other Technology‐Related Schools

88 42 ‐52.3
Tribal Colleges

0 0 0.0

ALL INSTITUTIONS 1,043,839 1,078,822 3.4



International Student and U.S. Higher Education Enrollment, 1948/49 ‐ 2016/17

Enrolled  Optional Practical  Total Int'l Annual Total U.S. %

Year Int'l Students Training (OPT) Students % Change Enrollment* Int'l

1985/86 339,627 4,150 343,777 0.5 12,247,000 2.8

1986/87 344,879 4,730 349,609 1.7 12,504,000 2.8

1987/88 351,387 4,800 356,187 1.9 12,767,000 2.8

1988/89  359,334 7,020 366,354 2.9 13,055,000 2.8

1989/90 379,139 7,712 386,851 5.6 13,539,000 2.9

1990/91 398,759 8,770 407,529 5.3 13,819,000 2.9

1991/92 411,355 8,230 419,585 3.0 14,359,000 2.9

1992/93 427,608 11,010 438,618 4.5 14,487,000 3.0

1993/94 438,319 11,430 449,749 2.5 14,305,000 3.1

1994/95 439,427 13,208 452,635 0.6 14,279,000 3.2

1995/96 438,337 15,450 453,787 0.3 14,262,000 3.2

1996/97 439,859 18,125 457,984 0.9 14,368,000 3.2

1997/98 464,698 16,582 481,280 5.1 14,502,000 3.3

1998/99 474,091 16,842 490,933 2.0 14,507,000 3.4

1999/00 489,866 24,857 514,723 4.8 14,791,000 3.5

2000/01 526,809 21,058 547,867 6.4 15,312,000 3.6

2001/02 560,251 22,745 582,996 6.4 15,928,000 3.7

2002/03 558,530 27,793 586,323 0.6 16,612,000 3.5

2003/04 543,169 29,340 572,509 ‐2.4 16,911,000 3.4

2004/05 532,040 32,999 565,039 ‐1.3 17,272,000 3.3

2005/06 526,670 38,096 564,766 ‐0.1 17,487,000 3.2

2006/07 541,324 41,660 582,984 3.2 17,672,000 3.3

2007/08 567,039 56,766 623,805 7.0 18,248,000 3.4

2008/09 605,015 66,601 671,616 7.7 19,103,000 3.5

2009/10 623,119 67,804 690,923 2.9 20,428,000 3.4

2010/11 647,246 76,031 723,277 4.7 20,550,000 3.5

2011/12 679,338 85,157 764,495 5.7 20,625,000 3.7

2012/13 724,725 94,919 819,644 7.2 21,253,000 3.9

2013/14 780,055 105,997 886,052 8.1 21,216,000 4.2

2014/15 854,639 120,287 974,926 10.0 20,300,000 4.8

2015/16 896,341 147,498 1,043,839 7.1 20,264,000 5.2

2016/17 903,127 175,695 1,078,822 3.4 20,185,000 5.3

*  Data from the National Center for Education Statistics (NCES).

**  The data collection process was changed in 1974/75.

Refugees were counted from 1975/76 to 1990/91.

*** OPT was first reported separately for the 1979/80 academic year. 




